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Western governments are desperately searching for any workable solution to stop radical terrorist 

groups such as the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria (ISIS), which, despite global opposition, 

continue to cultivate a seemingly endless stream of recruits from around the world. The violent 

drama that unfolded on the morning of September 11, 2001, in New York, Washington, D.C., 

and rural Pennsylvania reshaped the American psychological landscape and spawned a new “war 

on terror.” And yet, nearly 15 years later, how much progress have we made?   

The Problem 
The United States and its allies have spent trillions of dollars and suffered the loss of thousands 

of lives as we wage the “war on terror” abroad and at home. We are not witnessing the rebirth of 

hope, democracy and freedom for which we have hoped, but rather another downward spiral into 

social and religious chaos and violence. Radical Islamic terrorists seem more brazen today than 

ever. 

And what has been the cost to our own freedom? In the name of the war on terror, we have seen 

our own civil liberties slowly dismantled. Our government has participated in extrajudicial 

killings, state-sponsored torture of those considered to be terrorists, the suspension of habeas 

corpus, and unprecedented levels of surveillance on its own citizens. Is there anything we can do 

to turn the tide? Indeed, there is! First, however, we must honestly take stock of strategic errors 

and adjust our course of action.  

Religion ignored One stunning flaw in current political and military strategy is that 

policymakers have no idea how to deal with the religious (and spiritual) dimensions of such 

conflicts and thus tend to leave them unaddressed. When radicals behead a victim, fire a weapon 

or detonate a suicide vest, they shout “Allahu akbar!” (Arabic for “God is great!”). Religious 

conviction as a justification for extremist violence is enigmatic to our secular Western mindset; 

yet the inescapable truth is that well-defined religious beliefs ultimately lie at the core of the 

political ideology of terrorism.  

So it is astonishing that policymakers, in developing viable counterterrorism strategy, have 

avoided—or miss altogether—a thoroughgoing understanding of these beliefs. We in the West, 

out of respect for “separation of church and state,” believe that government should not be 

involved in theological debates, but that does not diminish the existential need for engagement 

on this front. Dealing with matters of faith can be appropriately accomplished through 

establishment of partnerships with governments and NGOs that are equipped with such 

expertise. The US Center for Global Engagement has recently begun such partnerships with 

NGOs, but this should be immediately expanded.  

http://www.bridgestocommonground.org/
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Recently, there may have been a measure of progress pushing back ISIS. But as CIA Director 

John Brennan and several other senior policy makers affirmed, “We cannot kill our way out,” 

and must “address underlying factors and conditions [causing radicalism].”
1
 

Wrong war declared  Perhaps the deadliest flaw in current counterterrorism strategy is that we 

declared war not on the real enemy, but rather on the tactic which that enemy has chosen. 

“Terrorism” is the effect. The true enemy is the radicalization of Muslims based on a distorted 

narrative of Islam. Terrorism is simply the tool of choice of the radicalized.  

No matter how well-trained our armies, how advanced our technology, or how massive our 

budgets, no amount of counter-violence alone can bring resolution. However well-justified our 

violence, it creates new generations of enemies and renewed lust for revenge—leading to yet 

more martyrs, increased bloodshed and a deepening spiral of despair. Hatred and revenge—those 

unavoidable human responses to violence—predictably resurface. While these flames may be 

ignited by extremists, they are fanned into an inferno by our sanctioned retributive violence.  

Solution: New War on Radicalization We must declare a new kind of war on Islamic 

radicalism itself. Moving beyond short-term military efforts, undermining the sociological, 

psychological, philosophical, and religious underpinnings of Muslim radicalism is essential, to 

replace its fraudulent message with a new and compelling narrative. These ideas must be 

powerful enough to decimate the attraction of radicalism. Thwarting the latest plots, alone, will 

no more succeed in eliminating terrorism than cutting off dandelion blossoms will kill the plant. 

As we have already seen, unless we destroy the root of the problem, plucking the top of the weed 

will only widen the crisis.  

The Blueprint  
Bridges to Common Ground (BCG) offers a blueprint to defeat radicalism through a unique 

blend of scholarship, science, and faith. These factors yield key insights when dealing with 

terror-based irregular warfare. They are especially critical among the youth that constitute over 

half the Arab population.  

This type of war focuses not on the radicals’ tactics but rather on the societal, religious, and 

spiritual aspects that caused their radicalization in the first place. This field-tested blueprint 

actively promotes an alternative positive interpretation of Islam and the Qur'an that will help dry 

up the fertile recruitment fields.   

Traditional models of engagement Historically, traditional models of international conflict 

resolution have employed four distinct tracks. First, diplomats negotiate a solution to address a 

particular challenge. Next, politicians implement the negotiated solutions. When additional 

                                                 
1
 http://www.defenseone.com/threats/2015/04/cia-director-says-war-terror-may-never-end/109792/  

http://www.msnbc.com/rachel-maddow-show/we-cannot-kill-our-way-out-war  

http://www.politico.com/blogs/politico-now/2007/09/petraeus-we-are-not-going-to-kill-our-way-out-of-all-the-

problems-in-iraq-003019  

http://www.defenseone.com/threats/2015/04/cia-director-says-war-terror-may-never-end/109792/
http://www.msnbc.com/rachel-maddow-show/we-cannot-kill-our-way-out-war
http://www.politico.com/blogs/politico-now/2007/09/petraeus-we-are-not-going-to-kill-our-way-out-of-all-the-problems-in-iraq-003019
http://www.politico.com/blogs/politico-now/2007/09/petraeus-we-are-not-going-to-kill-our-way-out-of-all-the-problems-in-iraq-003019
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reinforcement is required, economic inducements like sanctions and trade agreements are 

applied. And when the first three tracks—diplomacy, politics, and economics—fail to provide 

the desired results, the military is brought in, either through armed intervention or peacekeeping.  

A “fifth track” of engagement   In the deepest ideological and religious feuds, especially those 

sustained over decades or centuries, lasting peace remains elusive when these four tracks are not 

accompanied by a fifth: person-to-person engagement—private, personal, often faith-based 

dialogue producing mutual understanding and planting seeds of basic human trust. Bridges to 

Common Ground’s unique model, called Trac5, is not the typical unproductive “interfaith” or 

singing Kumbaya around the campfire. Rather, it is a real life and dramatic process that has 

yielded an extraordinary and largely unpublished 20-year track-record of success. It has resulted 

in the termination of conflicts, cessation of genocide, release of religious and political hostages, 

and resolution of highly volatile crises among the most radicalized and unlikeliest of parties.
2
  

A sampling of BCG Blueprint contributions: 

 Libya 1999, rapprochement with Qaddafi opened lines of communication with West 

 Pakistan 2000, release of 20 Christians imprisoned under Sharia law  

 Democratic Republic of Congo 2002, ceasefire that lead to national reconciliation  

 Sudan 2006, deployment of UN Peacekeepers in Darfur, ending the genocide & mass rapes  

 Taliban-controlled Afghanistan 2007, release of 21 Korean Christian missionaries  

 Iran 2010, release of two converts to Christianity after 255 days in prison  

 Gainesville, FL, 2010, averting a crisis; cancelation of Terry Jones' public burning of the Qur’an 

 Sudan, 2014, release of Meriam Ibrahim, sentenced to death for refusing to denounce her faith 

 Central African Republic 2015, release of 2 French hostages taken by Anti-Balaka forces. Peace 

treaties signed by 10 factions, elections held.
 

The Strategy 

The BCG Blueprint builds on breakthrough insights within the Abrahamic faith traditions and 

incorporates key components from a number of sciences, along with stunningly effective 

peacemaking and conflict-resolution paradigms. 

Profiling The root causes of radicalization are not a mystery. Recruits are not especially poor, 

uneducated, or mentally unstable.
3
 Many Muslims, especially the younger generation, feel 

disillusioned by the failure of democratization to bring freedom from oppressive regimes. They 

feel frustrated by the corruption and ineffectiveness of political and religious institutions. Too 

often humiliated and feeling weak and hopeless, they long for purpose. So they turn to groups 

                                                 
2
 http://bridgestocommonground.org/our-impact/ 

3
 A growing body of data provides this profile of a typical radical. See.U.S. Department of Homeland Security, M. 

T. (n.d.). The Global Terrorism Index (GTI) Report; http://www.apa.org/monitor/2009/11/terrorism.aspx; 

http://jcr.sagepub.com/content/51/2/305.abstract 

http://bridgestocommonground.org/our-impact/
http://www.apa.org/monitor/2009/11/terrorism.aspx
http://jcr.sagepub.com/content/51/2/305.abstract
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like ISIS who exploit selective texts taken out of context, yielding distorted interpretations of the 

Qur’an and Islam.  

These groups offer Muslim youth the heroism and prestige of participating in the fight against 

ultimate evil. This is wrapped in a cloak of twisted eschatology as the prophetic end of the world 

draws near. They are enticed by propaganda which offers the path to martyrdom as an assurance 

of eternal life after death. Arel Kruglanski of the University of Maryland calls this search for 

certainty in an uncertain world “cognitive closure.” 

Genuine religious conviction motivates most radical Muslim terrorists; not all of them, to be 

sure. The leaders of ISIS’s and their apologists defend their actions, even their violence, by citing 

“the Prophetic methodology”—by which they mean legalistic adherence to every detail of their 

narrow view of the teachings of the Prophet Muhammad.
4
 Whatever one’s opinion of religion, it 

is undeniable that deeply entrenched religious beliefs can persuade human beings to pursue the 

noblest or most depraved of actions.   

Distorted interpretations of the Qur’an provide the foundation for radical terrorism. Proving that 

narrative false undermines its luring power to motivate.  

The Potential for Change There is a compelling peaceful message in the Qur’an and putting 

the violent verses of the Qur’an in context, builds a compelling counter-narrative depriving 

terrorism of its very foundation. This requires education and widespread grassroots engagement.  

Linguistics and neuroplasticity   Over the past two decades, BCG scholars have discovered 

groundbreaking textual evidence embedded within the Semitic texts (Hebrew, Aramaic, and 

Arabic) of the Abrahamic holy books which systematically dis-assembles the underpinnings of 

radical Muslim terrorism. When properly understood and synchronized with the Trac5 model, 

this research illuminates a surprisingly generous tract of common ground between Islam and 

Christianity that can—and, indeed, has been shown in real-world situations to bridge the most 

bitter of religious divisions used by radicals to define opponents as “infidels” and thus, worthy of 

death. 

The mental shock when an adherent learns of these dramatic, paradigm-shifting “revelations” 

can literally jump-start a physical rewiring of the brain. The relatively new science of 

neuroplasticity studies the brain’s ability both “to form new connections in order to make up for 

injury or changes in the environment” and “to reorganize pathways between neurons as a result 

of new experiences.”
5
 Neuroscience suggests that those parts of the brain responsible for 

radicalism are not set in stone. These impulses toward extremism can be changed.  

                                                 
4
 http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2015/03/what-isis-really-wants/384980/  

5
 Robles, I. S. (2010, November 16). Retrieved August 13, 2016, from web.stanford.edu: 

http://web.stanford.edu/group/hopes/cgi-bin/hopes_test/glossary/neuroplasticity/ 

http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2015/03/what-isis-really-wants/384980/
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There is great potential applying these and future linguistic and strategic discoveries in 

countering terrorism. The opportunity is to enable those with the proclivity to radicalization to 

alter the mental patterns. that cause them to view extremism and acts of terror as a positive and 

desirable outworking of their religious worldview. Even though these patterns may have been 

reinforced over many years neuroscience has shown that they are not cast in stone. 

Building a counter-narrative Destroying the false narratives that draw people into 

radicalization will create voids that must simultaneously be filled with compelling alternatives. 

Happily, the most accessible and viable alternative is beneficial to rather than destructive of 

humanity.  

The current movement reinterpreting Islam is a move in the right direction, but is not enough. 

Much of the animosity directed by Muslims toward Christians, in particular, is rooted in 

Muslims’ abhorrence of certain “Christian” doctrines that they deem to be blasphemous. Yet on 

closer examination, it turns out that most Muslims do not truly understand what Christians 

believe. The converse is also true: Western Christians in general exhibit little authentic 

understanding of Islam. While Islam and Christianity exhibit meaningful (legitimate) differences, 

ignorance and misinformation amplify the differences into deadly misunderstandings on both 

sides.  

To cite a single example, the historical Christian doctrine of the Trinity states that God is one, 

but present in three distinct forms: God the Father, God the Son (Jesus), and God the Holy Spirit. 

Muslims profess the oneness of God as one of the five pillars of Islam and consider the doctrine 

of the Trinity to be blasphemous. The charge of blasphemy makes more sense when we realize 

that many Muslims think the Christian Trinity consists of God the Father, Mary, and Jesus as the 

offspring of a sexual union between God and Mary. This concept was actually practiced by 

certain Gnostic Sects in the Arabian Desert at the time of Mohammed, and therefore would have 

been a familiar interpretation. No practicing Christian today would for a moment consider such 

an idea to be true. Such thinking would be heresy to Christians as well as Muslims. Yet this sort 

of misunderstanding causes deep mistrust, which is easily exploited.  

An effective blueprint to defeat radical Islamic ideology must present sufficiently powerful  

constructs underpinned with new linguistic discoveries and a Track 5 approach to both diminish 

perceived theological differences and identify legitimate expanded common ground—even in the 

most unexpected places. At a personal level, building on new linguistic discoveries opens the 

door for friendship. Friendship and growing trust create new opportunities for unprecedented 

breakthroughs in peacemaking and reconciliation.   

BCG develops and shares ressources based on breakthrough linguistic discoveries that reframe 

the Muslim-Christian dialogue. At an interfaith conference in Geneva, the Saudi head of one of 

the most powerful Muslim global organizations privately acknowledged that he perceived 

Christians as infidels because of their doctrinal beliefs about the nature of God and of Jesus. 

After hearing a 13 minute presentation summarizing this research and demonstrating that 
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Muslims and Christians are much closer on these historically divisive issues than is traditionally 

understood, he leapt to his feet, exclaiming, “If what you say is true, it would change the world!” 

This is but one example of the impact of these powerful new paradigms on real-world 

peacemaking and crisis management.
6
   

While no nullification of the military is suggested, appropriate parties must be engaged to 

promote the teachings of a man revered by both Christians and Muslims that holds a key to 

undermining Islamic radicalism. Jesus of Nazareth taught his followers a “new and better 

way.” Among the most intriguing of those teachings is the preeminence of love, mercy and 

compassion in relationships, not only with friends but also adversaries. With the latter, Jesus 

taught an entirely counterintuitive approach.  

His followers were commanded to pray for and seek the good of their enemies. He sacrificially 

exemplified his own teaching and planted the seeds of worldwide transformation, which will 

soon enter its third millennium. Against the occupying armies of the Roman world of his day, he 

rejected violence and retribution and taught his followers a very different way. His life and 

teachings have him remembered and recognized as the most influential figure in human history. 

Implementing a new behavioral algorithm BCG has uniquely incorporated this way of relating 

into a behavioral algorithm that works in concert with the Trac5 conflict resolution model. As an 

algorithm, its results are not random but predictable in the realms of peacemaking and 

reconciliation.  

The algorithm replaces the customary use of harsh judgment (“we are right and you are 

wrong”— the “shame approach”) in conflict situations with compassion and mercy (the “honor 

approach”). It humanizes the “other,” and opens the mind and heart while reducing or 

eliminating the fear and disdain adversaries naturally feel toward each other.  

When appropriately engaged, this approach offer the most effective means to turn enemies to 

friends. The algorithm which is a summary of precepts drawn from ancient Semitic Scriptures 

can be summarized as seven actions to embrace and seven to avoid. The practical applications of 

these principles are virtually limitless, and the results—over decades in real-world crisis 

situations around the globe—have been breathtaking. 

Behavioral Algorithm  

Actions to Practice Actions to Avoid 

1. Being patient in the face of obstacles 1. Envying (wanting what is another’s) 

2. Being kind 2. Boasting 
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3. Being truthful 3. Thinking too highly of oneself 

4. Protecting the most vulnerable 4. Pushing one’s own agenda 

5. Demonstrating trust 5. Being easily angered 

6. Demonstrating hope for a good outcome 6. Keeping a record of grievances 

7. Refusing to give up 7. Taking delight in harm done to the other 

 

Algorithm can be Applied to Stop home-grown radicalization Ahmad Khan Rahami, the 

Afghan-American citizen who recently planted bombs in New York City and New Jersey is a 

prime example of non-assimilation with American society. The recent spate of home-grown and 

often self-radicalized terrorism calls for careful assessment. Europe has done an especially poor 

job in assimilating Muslims, and the US is not far behind. The lack of inclusion or assimilation 

triggers many of the factors leading to radicalization.  

Muslims represent only 1% of the US population; Christians over 70%. If for no other reason, it 

is incumbent on the significant majority to reach out to this minority to undermine the spread of 

home-grown radicalization. At the same time, authentic bridge-building would encourage and 

undergird the critical cooperation of the American Muslim community. Dr. Douglas Johnston 

has noted that “American Muslims ... could become this country's most effective ambassadors to 

the Muslim world.”
7
  

With this in view, BCG is developing a counter-narrative focused “socialization toolkit” with 

practical tips on how to constructively engage one’s neighbor, along with tools to help both 

Muslims and Christians grant acceptance of the other, and work toward fuller integration into 

mainstream society and culture.  

Social media Unlike even thirty years ago, one’s neighbor can no longer be limited to the family 

across the street, or one’s office coworkers. Technology connects us across the globe.  

Radical Islamic groups are of course no stranger to social media. In fact, it provides them with a 

recruiting platform unlike any the world has ever seen. These groups’ control centers use the 

power of online connectivity to professionally produce and disseminate sophisticated radical 

propaganda and extremist teachings. They enlist endless battlefield recruits and issue calls to 

action by the self-radicalized in every corner of the globe. They do so from mountain caves, 

village homes, military bunkers, and urban skyscrapers.  Such radical dissemination can and 

must be thwarted.   

 

                                                 
7
 Dr. Douglas Johnston, head of the International Center of Religion and Diplomacy. 
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Practical Actions 

“Peacehackers” One effective strategy is to simply disrupt the radical online 

proliferation of web-based recruitment propaganda emanating from radical Islamist leaders 

through websites and blogs. Hany Farid, Computer Scientist at Dartmouth College, concludes 

“we have the technology to do so.” In the West, we think of hacking as a nefarious activity 

(because it usually is). However, the talents of skilled hackers can be employed to great effect in 

attacking the technological backbone of radical messaging and recruitment efforts.  

Hacking and network interference operations can be executed from anywhere in the world, 

including developing nations with strong technological assets but with legal and regulatory 

environments less restrictive than our own. While an estimated 320,000 sites have been taken 

down since 2015 by governments, BCG envisions 500-1000 teams of “Peacehackers” trained 

and equipped with appropriate technology (with U.S. Government sanction) to operate from 

developing countries against the networks, websites, blogs and technological command centers 

of ISIS and likeminded groups. This would undermine the tools by which they radicalize and 

recruit from vulnerable populations worldwide. Hackers would receive mentoring from advisory 

groups comprised of corporate internet security experts, current and former intelligence agents, 

and on-the-ground non-military assets. 

Peer-to-peer intervention  Our use of technology should by no means be limited to a 

defensive posture. Teams of hackers should be complemented by teams drawn from thousands of 

disenchanted ISIS fighters who have found their way off the battlefield. These former fighters 

face not only the specter of summary execution should their escape result in capture, but also the 

risk of legal reprisal upon returning to their countries of origin. Yet they are uniquely qualified, 

cost-effective potential assets in the war on radicalism.   

Having been charmed by extremist propaganda and knowing now how brutally false were 

the promises made to them, they can dissuade future recruits not simply with ideas but also 

through personal experience. From undisclosed and protected locations, teams of former ISIS 

members could engage potential recruits anywhere in the world, armed with an effective 

Qur’anic counter-narrative. BCG, along with sympathetic moderate Muslims, could supply a 

compelling alternative to the lies of utopian existence, the purported glory of martyrdom, and the 

proffered sexual and material rewards. Descriptions, in first-hand detail, of the savage reality of 

life as a terrorist, this approach would create a viable and compelling alternative. Along with 

legal protection by their own governments in exchange for participation in the fight against 

radicalism, the cost of protection and a stipend for living expenses would represent a wise 

financial investment in the effort to dry up fertile recruiting fields. 

Expansion of peaceful social media The Bridges unique counternarrative must be 

pervasive on all forms of social media. We are developing a simple but exhaustive ToolKit to 

assist in countermeasures. 
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Radicalism’s Ultimate Defeat 
Tactics for blocking radical propaganda, while critical in the short term, only slow the growth of 

radicalization, but do not eradicate it. Radicalism’s ultimate defeat will be realized when the 

ideology and religious dogma that lay at its core are defeated by better, more compelling ideas. 

Only the truth will set one free. Like water, truth flows in when given a chance—eroding 

barriers, carrying away debris, and setting free those within its path.   

Empowering three awakenings The darkness is starting to break. A new reformist dawn is 

piercing the eastern horizon, where many are waking as if previously sleeping. They are 

challenging authoritarian regimes and rethinking interpretations of political Islam in the wake of 

the violence perpetuated in its name.  

Our response—not only as individuals but as a democratic society—to recent awakenings and 

those to come, will either limit or expand their potential for positive transformation in the 

Muslim world. Governments strategically partnering with governments, churches, mosques and 

experienced NGOs can accelerate the momentum of emergent awakenings. 

Awakening 1:  Political (challenging the status quo) 

The Arab Spring reflects a new willingness to challenge political and socio-economic authority. 

Growing demands for political and social justice reflect a much broader rethinking of the status 

quo. But the search for political justice remains elusive, predisposing many toward the more 

profound (and ultimately more effective) second awakening.  

Awakening 2:  Religious (rediscovering Islam) 

The second awakening expresses dissatisfaction with the extraordinary bloodlust of ISIS and 

other radicals who claim their actions are “Islamic.” The Arabic term for this awakening is 

ijtihad. It involves rethinking and reinterpretation of the Qur’an and its application in the modern 

context. The disgusting brutality of Islamist radicalism is prompting record numbers of Muslims 

to search for a fresh and more complete understanding of their faith. Disenchanted ISIS fighters 

are prime candidates for ijtihad, which offers alternative reformist religious constructs.  

Following 9/11, Christians have predictably called on Muslims to renounce radical 

interpretations of the Qur’an, and related terrorist actions. However, rising choruses of reformist 

voices have arisen within the Muslim world itself. 

Egyptian President al-Sisi has said: “I see that the religious discourse in the entire Islamic world 

has cost Islam its humanity.”
8
  Numerous Muslim leaders echo President al-Sisi’s call for 

reassessment. These include Professor Dr. Sheikh Ahmad Muhammad al-Tayyeb, the Grand 

Imam of AlAzhar University; Ahmed Aboutaleb, the Muslim Mayor of Rotterdam; Dr. Radwan 

                                                 
8
 Perry, T. (2014, May 9). www.reuters.com. Retrieved from http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/05/09/us-egypt-

sisi-religion-idUSBREA480G820140509  

http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/05/09/us-egypt-sisi-religion-idUSBREA480G820140509
http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/05/09/us-egypt-sisi-religion-idUSBREA480G820140509
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Masmoudi, the Founding President of the Center for the Study of Islam and Democracy (CSID); 

and Dr. Zuhdi Jaser, Founder and President of the American Islamic Forum for Democracy.
 9

 

More than ever in its 1400-year history, Islam is on the verge of an awakening that incorporates a 

new tafsir (Arabic for “interpretation”) of the Qur’an. Clarification of the precepts of Islam is 

creating an unprecedented openness to new ways of thinking.  

Public relations firm Burson-Marsteller tracked young Arabs’ views in annual surveys for the 

past eight years. “Overwhelming majorities of Arab teens and young adults now strongly oppose 

the terrorist group, the survey suggests, with nearly 80 percent ruling out any possibility of 

supporting the Islamic State, even if it were to renounce its brutal tactics.”
10

  

These developments within Islam and throughout the Arab world should incentivize all 

concerned parties to support any effort that seeks peaceful resolution of the current state of 

perpetual conflict. Love and compassion, strategically employed, can help tip the balance toward 

those pursuing more accurate interpretation of the “holy books,” and into the third awakening.  

Awakening 3:  Spiritual (hope in the Messiah) 

The third awakening is a spiritual awakening primarily toward Jesus, who is considered the 

Messiah and the Word of God in Islam. This phenomenon—occurring among Muslims, 

Christians, and Jews—is not about conversion to another religion, but is happening within each 

faith community. Many Muslims report dreams and visions of Jesus the Messiah, and reportedly 

millions are awakening to an enlightened spiritual and nonviolent path based on his teachings 

and those of the other prophets. This kind of movement profoundly undermines the factors that 

make ISIS, and radicalism in general, such a relentless foe. (should have a footnote for this!) 

Jesus’ teachings offer an amended paradigm for those devoted to Islam who lean toward more 

extreme understanding. These provide a nonviolent, noble path to Paradise rather than elevating 

war and violent death as the way to heaven. He taught about love, mercy, and compassion. In the 

Aramaic spoken language of Jesus, the word rahman translated as love in the English language is 

the Arabic cognate (rahman) for compassion and mercy. This very word appears in every chapter 

in the Qur’an, and is recited in literally every Muslim prayer.  

Governments, non-Muslims and particularly Christians can help by embracing and empowering 

these awakenings, and engaging in an awakening of their own. Jesus’ command to love extends 

to every “neighbor,” Muslim or Christian. Courageous leaders must call Christians to exchange 

their own fear of Muslims for love and reconciliation.  
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 Washington Post, April 14, 2016  
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Many Christians are astonished to discover that embracing a stereotypical view of Muslims as 

infidel-hating extremists is exactly what radicals want; it actually advances the terrorist cause. 

Living in fear and spreading hate perpetuates the very culture that breeds radical recruits. 

Alternatively, Christians, committed to Jesus’ teachings, should be first in line to support the 

growing redefinition of Islam, more in keeping with its actual—and literal—meaning: peace and 

submission to God. By being transformed from adversaries to partners in Islam’s struggle for 

reform, Christians can directly alter the course of our shared history.  

Conclusion 
In the 4

th
 century A.D., the Roman Empire ultimately made peace with the followers of Jesus it 

had once set out to annihilate. How did this happen? It was not by Christians taking up the 

sword, but rather by the power of their courageous faith in the face of widespread terror. Over 

time, the Way of Jesus and the lives of his followers transformed the minds and hearts of those 

possessed with hatred and blood-lust.  

Is ISIS more powerful than the 4th century Roman Empire? Is it so unthinkable that such peace 

could come again in our time? With a much-needed shift of our own strategic paradigm, and a 

relatively minor allocation of resources, the West can profoundly counteract the growth of 

Islamic radicalism and effectively dry up their fertile recruitment fields.  
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selling/award-winning book, A Deadly Misunderstanding; A Congressman’s Quest to Bridge the 
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while demonstrating real life engagement with war & crises. Mark’s successful peacemaking efforts 

threatened the agenda of certain powerful interests, nearly costing him everything. But as President 

of Bridges to Common Ground, he remains determined to navigate uncharted waters with his 

unique approach—bridging the religious divide, and defeating fear, hate & radicalization. 


